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Singapura, Oh Singapura

The traditional tune “Singapura” originally had Malay lyrics that embodied
the values of patriotism and loyalty to the city-state of Singapore, then known as
“Singapura” or “Lion City”. However, the song was commercialized in the 1980s and
turned into a catchy pop song with English lyrics that are significantly less
meaningful than the original. Taking each version into consideration, I have
composed “Singapura” to incorporate them both. The first, slow section slowly
unfolds depicting Singapore where its people are at peace and have faith in their
country, working hard to overcome obstacles. Then comes the middle section, which
is quick and dissonant, depicting a nation in strife and chaos. A final slow section
similar to the first but more “lightheaded”, questioning if the nation has forgotten its
roots and revels only in its success and affluence, concludes the work.

“Singapura, Oh Singapura” was commissioned by the Singapore Wind
Symphony, with support from the National Arts Council (Singapore), and premiered
on 21* July 2012 at the Esplanade Concert Hall.

About the Arranger

Terrence Wong Fei Yang studied composition under Dr Zechariah Goh while
working on his Bachelor of Music at the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore.
Terrence has composed several substantial works and believes that music composition
is a lifelong yet fulfilling process of research, appreciation, creative thinking and
performance. His most well know work, Threnody for concert band, has been
performed by several bands of differing levels around Singapore. Terrence has
conducted two community bands in the past and continues to teach music in schools.
He also performs occasionally on the trombone, euphonium and recorder.

Instrumentation
Piccolo 14. 1* Trumpet in B b 27. Timpani
1* Flute 15. 2™ Trumpet in B b 28. Percussion 1 (Vibraphone,
2" Flute 16. 3" Trumpet in B b xylophone, marimba)
Oboe 17. 1* Horn in F 29. Percussion 2
Bassoon 18. 2™ Horn in F (Glockenspiel,
1* Clarinet in B b 19.3“ Horn in F vibraphone, crash
2" Clarinet in B b 20. 4" Horn in F cymbals)
3" Clarinet in B » 21. 1% Trombone 30. Percussion 3 (Rain
Bass Clarinet 22. 2™ Trombone stick/ocean drum,
1** Alto Saxophone 23. 3" Trombone snare drum, bass drum, wind
2" Alto Saxophone 24. Euphonium chimes, tam-tam)
Tenor Saxophone 25. Tuba 31. Percussion 4 (Tam-tam,
Baritone Saxophone 26. Double Bass suspended cymbal,

snare drum, wind
chimes)



Traditional

Arranged by: Terrence Wong

Singapura, Oh Singapura
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony
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Ist Flute Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Traditional
Arranged by: Terrence Wong
Dark. J =72
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Singapura, Oh Singapura 3
2nd Flute Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Traditional
Arranged by: Terrence Wong
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Traditional

Arranged by: Terrence Wong

Singapura, Oh Singapura
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony
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Traditional

Arranged by: Terrence Wong

Singapura, Oh Singapura
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony
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1st Clarinet in Bb
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Arranged by: Terrence Wong

Singapura, Oh Singapura
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony
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Singapura, Oh Singapura
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(Rain stick/ocean drum,
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