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"...tikus maharajalela,
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Geylang Sipaku Geylang

“Geylang Sipaku Geylang” is a playful Malay folk song. It wittingly portrays
kampong or village life in Singapore’s Geylang area yet admonishes one to be respectful of
others and not to be gossipy. The last two lines even tell of a mouse that sees a cat and goes
crazy as, meanwhile, the cat gets a headache! This delightful if not enigmatic text along with
its charming melody brought to me great joy in creating the arrangement “fantasy” for
symphonic band. The lyrics are as follows:

Geylang sipaku Geylang, Jangan masuk ke kota,
Geylang si rama rama, Jikalau membawa pandan.
Pulang, marilah pulang, marilah pulang Jangan suka mengata,
bersama-sama Akibat nanti binasa badan.
Jangan memegang arang, Mari pergi menjala,

Letak di dalam raga. Jala di tengah kuala.

Jangan mengata orang, Tikus maharajalela,

Diri sendiri baik dijaga. Melihat kucing pening kepala.

“Geylang Sipaku Geylang” was commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony,
with support from the National Arts Council (Singapore), and premiered on 21 July 2012 at
the Esplanade Concert Hall.

About the Arranger

John Sharpley earned a Doctorate in Composition from Boston University; a
Bachelor of Music and Master of Music degrees from the University of Houston; and,
diplomas for piano, violin, and composition at the National Conservatory of Music in
Strasbourg, France. He has been featured as composer and performer at schools, conferences
and festivals including Illinois Wesleyan University, the New Composition Festival
(Bangkok, Thailand), the Texas Music Teacher’s Association, the Asia Pacific Festival
(Wellington, New Zealand), the Australasian Piano Pedagogy Symposium (Melbourne),
Across Oceans International Festival (Toronto, Canada), the Autumn Artist Festival
(Houston, USA), the Asian Composers League Festival (Taipai, Taiwan) and the Hong Kong
Asian Arts Festival. His honors include the Texas Music Teacher’s Association Composition
Commissioning Prize, and a New York Film Festival Award. The Singapore Symphony
Orchestra, the China Philharmonic Orchestra, the Houston Symphony Orchestra, the St.
Petersburg Philharmonic, the Novosibirsk Philharmonic are some of the orchestras which
have performed his compositions. Formerly composer-in-residence for the Singapore
Symphony Orchestra, Sharpley is co-founder of OperaViva (Singapore). His full-scale opera,
FENCES was recently premiered in Singapore (2012) to critical acclaim worldwide.
Singapore has been his home since 1985.

Instrumentation
. Piccolo 11. Alto Saxophone 21. Tuba
.1 & 2™ Flute 12. Tenor Saxophone 22. Percussion 1
.1 & 2" Oboe 13. Baritone Saxophone (Glockenspiel)
. English horn 14. 1 Trumpet in B b 23. Percussion 2 (Shaker,
. Clarinet in E b 15. 2™ & 3" Trumpet in B b guiro)
. 1" Clarinet in B b 16. 1 & 2" Cornet in B 24. Percussion 3 (Small
. 2" & 3" Clarinet in B 17. 1 & 2™ Horn in F triangle, large
. Alto Clarinet in E b 18. 1* & 2™ Trombone suspended cymbal)
. Bass Clarinet in Bb 19. Bass Trombone 25. Percussion 4 (5 temple
. 1 & 2™ Bassoon 20. Euphonium blocks, large triangle)



dedicated to Adrian Tan, director
Piccolo Geylang Sipaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony At anged and adapted
by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

st & 2nd Flute Geylang Sipaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted

by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Ist & 2nd Oboe Geylang Sipaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-heartedJ =ca. 120
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English Horn

dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Folk Song
Arranged and adapted

by: John Sharpley
Light-hearted J=ca. 120
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Folk Song

Arranged and adapted

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Clarinet in Eb

by: John Sharpley

Light-hearted J=ca. 120
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1st Clarinet in Bb

Light-hearted J = ca. 120

dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Folk Song
Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

2nd & 3rd Clarinet in Bb Geylang Sipaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-hearted J=ca. 120
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Alto Clarinet in Eb GCYlang Slpaku GCYlang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-heartedJ =ca. 120
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Bass Clarinet in Bb

Light-hearted J = ca. 120
4
|

dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Folk Song
Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director
Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Folk Song

Arranged and adapted

1st & 2nd Bassoon

by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Alto Saxophone Geylang Slpaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-hearted J = ca. 120
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Tenor Saxophone

dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Light-hearted J=ca. 120

Folk Song
Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Baritone Saxophone - 4 -
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony

Folk Song
Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-hearted J = ca. 120 _
7 ., . F 10

e e f2 . 4 12
e e 2t e ™ B = - = =
&) Z —a — | G I s 74  —
D] y 4
pP — mp<
J=ca.145

46 sing (optional)
0 ‘e ® o o T o 3/ 2
o o | F o o [ | o T I I + N I + I ]
|l I I = el I I i | - | I I , || g I I I |
I I I & I I I L. = = I T |
W—P—'—J—% 1 1 | g~ ) ! - 1
) \4'3 3 \’3 3 i» [ N—
nf Gey - lang si-pa-ku_
mp

S decresc.

. rit. J=ca. 130
49—';—'i—|—#'£—|—#w—é|- II\'-.?. I 3 ]
oy &———& 1= = & [ —— = i H
SV | | B — | 4 111 | 1
e ¥
mp

65 .= ...
/) o n > o o o o o o o
AT R /| - = 5
@_‘j‘e - - T 1

mp mp

7 ! ) < D) D) Y I - 1] < ] < ] < | 4 I - ]
[ £an ML N4 174 7 174 Vi VA I ¥ VA 174 174 7 I |
SV | r r I | r U I 1
o
P PP
"...tikus maharajalela,
. melihat kucing pening kepala.”
86 . rit. .
V 4% D] L7 D] (2 D) L2 Y 2 I - ) < D) < ) L2 Y 2 I - I - 1|
[ a0 Y4 Y 7 Y 7 I | A 7 Y Y I I 1 |
by r r T I | T r I I 1 |
rrep rrpp

Retsel Mil Publications P.0.Box 0767, Ang Mo Kio Central, Singapore 915609 C10027.13

www.music-playground.com lester@music-playground.com



dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Ist Trumpet in Bb Geylang Sipaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-hearted J = ca. 120
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director
2nd & 3rd Trumpet in Bb Geylang Slpaku Geylang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley

Light-hearted J=ca. 120

mute

7
l 2
P’ AN/ T I\ Jr— T T N Jr— T —7 T T | ]
"’\h!"\: :i‘1 \\,\ | i - i‘1 \\,\ | i - i\ I I | ]
> i " i i i e —
p

26 Noble ' L
H mu\twff _ e . _ . £ -

S decresc.
58() rit. J =ca. 130 4 mute
o o . fr— ; .

s S S 1 I s = o —— T i o o f = !
D 1 e — ——— H———¢ = - s goge ———
5 : e

e mp p

I — — f - e e e —— = e —r—— e ——r—— ]
i ! e - E— S E— < - - - —
o o o . - - L% o & 9 9 .. LN
74
H
l{ I I I I - i i i i T - i ’ - - ' - iu | | | | - I } } } } - I I I I I - I
I I I I I I% - -
ress o,
80
) 3 e
A = T — —— = = Y — —— - !
[ M, 1 Ld I I Ld I 1
b}l I I I I I I I I I I I I 1
P . .
"...tikus maharajalela,
87 rit. melihat kucing pening kepala."
9 . . . . : : . . . : = -
=——===-= - = ==== - ]
rep repep

Retsel Mil Publications P.0.Box 0767, Ang Mo Kio Central, Singapore 915609 C10027.15

www.music-playground.com lester@music-playground.com



dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Ist & 2nd Cornet in Bb GCYlang Slpaku GCYlang Folk Song
Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley
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dedicated to Adrian Tan, director

Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Folk Song
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Folk Song
Arranged and adapted
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Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony
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Arranged and adapted
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Geylang Sipaku Geylang

Commissioned by the Singapore Wind Symphony
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Arranged and adapted
by: John Sharpley
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